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6r1R64Y @IRl6L 6QIPEREM 6QQ
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216 65191 AGED $19 SR 6RIF
GIRIQ 62Q1 621 QIRIGERIR
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6615 & QIRIED 1 §14 FIR
AR 2GIG 621 QIAIGE A AGYIE |

20, FeIg0! 664¢eIq 2T | JIFR 90q F0IasIARl 6RIa 2IAR | EIRTINRIE.
21 | 9P @AQl §01/50q QPIR 6@ | 216, 66lg 8 ARY ZPIER PRIRFIR 6@ | 6¢
FE 0eIRQ8N 69, 710 iR FRIRLIA 666 | FRIRPIAG! Aie &1 AR, 2161, 6aIGI 8
§62 O 6AIGI TG | FII2I A6Q FRIRFIARIR 2 | 66ITN FRIQFIR MY FI8 §I8 G |
62, 97 ANG, FRIRFIRRIR 2 |
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6QFIREATIR REIAGI 8 @RIEYAN HTE BAIEE AR AR QY PR PRI
(R gIo1R 9rdQlq TR VR QER TR 6ARERI 6Q6mR 20 @Rl JEU0ER
RIQ 20109 64 AEE QI6Q (& J°URIQ @R IR, 12ER 6L QR |
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602q 0IRQI, 608q ARFAS] AR AR LIS de. | @ ARTQS
60 QIUAIER JoSlre CeUAl Cla 2gal | YAST Ia anl IR aflQaw!
RIQ ISl @RQ! QYDBR 6dledy QR6Q ARG 621REIN | 001 RN 63F6 @
2IQVS! @R, ULl FIAIOR @R UsFER QLIKIREIN | 961 @PIRRI AR dagelest el
ARIEATIR QU LYLER AN 6810 AIRQEF ARG YAIQ IAUIS 621ReMI | JI%GS
2RI AARER D6 ROINR! YR @8 dIFTR |

@URER A P AR TR ERIRAIER 914566) 06l QIRAIB | PIRGIPR
ZCIgm @& BTRIQ 6QACRA 66IRR CAIER, Q@ QA AIREEALUR LI ﬂh@ 6:@@
Q0 A 6AIR 8 ARERIFR FIBA 66IREQ P61 QoIRRl 2l QR | IAIER P& §l§6®
00l QUIRAIB |

0@ 69616 Qe @2 JIPlR AR 66I] ARIER P61 QIR Jafal IR
@SICIN | 2FIeR JEQ9, PIARAIY, BIRCERE, 866101, AT, ARYR, ALIQIS,
BESI 2Q JERFER BRI ARIER 00! RIRRI QIR Rl <R Ya sk 6
UGS 6Ll |

00l PIRRl 64 @2 1R JafRl Glel RELIAQ @SR | Tattooing has
been a Erosian practice at least since Neolithic times, ilt is the Iceman, dating
from the forth to fifth millenium BC, was found on Otz valley in the Alps and had
some 57 carbon tattoos consisting of simple dots and lines on his lower spines,
behind his left knee and on his ankle.

NS ¥R 229 oF 2dg 06l GPIRR! 69 PR AR, Gl QIS S
RSI06¢ | F9IQ 2SR 8 AR JAAG fesa el AAl G2l aBRIA FIRGAER Zel
ReR JFesa del eal asaIe AIRGAER JARAR, IANRER oQl Ffle 6026Q
el 061 QoIRCRl B8 YIS AQD 6adielq 6 |

0OIQ YRWIBIER QLI “A tattoo is a form of study modification, made
by inserting indetible ink into the dermis layer of the skin to change the pigment”.
RSN 90| QIR QE1A IAEQ FIPIA Yo Iaq § QI 6612l 6xlsIA dQIel QoI 6X1E,
QWR CUQL FRIEQ NG QIR YR 696 Zee QAN QI2le 061 @RI | 69Q
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FRIZEQIN QIS 6MIR Qﬁ@@@\ MIF YRAlIR 6EIRS - “Monachesi, the
Italian artists adoocating the use of female body as canvas, a
new craze-dress naked might have taken the European art world
by storn, but it not a new trend at all. The love for covering the
bare bodies with various motifs and figures has always been a
source of pleasure to women. The art of tattooing is one of the
such earlist expressions tht probably leads to this sofisticated
craze of the westren world. (Folklore of Madhya Pradesh, NBT,
PP.150)
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A5, IFIFEG YOQ 62IREIN |

PRI @RI CRRIAARF ARIER D6 @OINRI 6@ Fiil @ QRE | Ll
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“To perform the tattooing operation the pattern is selected
from a bundle of drawings and is first traced on the skin with a
blunt stick dipped in the prepared ink which is pricked in with
needles. The part is than washed well with cold water and a cast
of ink, rubbed into brighten the colour and to prevent swelling.
(Folklore of Tamilnadu, NBT, New Delhi-PP 178)
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Tattoos-A cultural tradition among the tribes of Odisha

Dr. Kedarnath Dash

Abstract:

Tattoos are great cultural phenomenon in the tribal societies of Odisha.
Tattoo art issimply not acustom but entiretribal lifeisinfluenced with its power.
The tattoos, the tribals used to wear on their body not only decorated them
beautifully but also protect their health and spirit. Some Tattoos are self motivated
expressions of freedom and uniqueness. Tattoos mark a person as a member or
non member of thetribal group or expressreligious, magical or spiritual beliefs
and personal convictions. Thetattoosin thetribal societiesareaso usedto serve
asarite of passage. Many tribal tattoos use more heavy linesto craft thedesired
image. All thetattoosaretypically black. Thetattoo enthusiastsand modernworld
should conserve the conventional tribal elements of tattoo as it has begun to
appeal to the people from every walk of life. The popularity of tattoos atteststo
their power asvehiclesfor salf expression, commemoration, community building
and social commentary.

Keywords: rite of passage, cultural, magical, self-expression, conserve etc.

I ntroduction:

Odisha has 62 tribes. The tribal communities constitute about 23 percent
of the state population. Almost all the districts of Odisha comprises of some
tribal population. The culture of the tribals of Odishais affluent with their own
folk songs and dances, their tattoos. Tattoos are very popular in tribal Odisha.
The word tattoo has been derived from Tahitian word "tattu’ which means to ‘mark
something’ or from the Polynesian word ‘ta’ which means “striking something’.
It was first mentioned in the records of explorer James Cook’s expedition on
1769 to south pacific. Tattooing dates back to ancient African, Indian, Persian,
M esopotamian, Bedouin, Maori and M oorish tribes.

Tribal tattoos are commonly affiliated with solid black ink formed in
continuous lines or design that is made by the insertion of indelibleink into the
epidermislayer of skin. Tattooing isfairly common with OdishaTribes. The aspect
of tattoos in tribal societiesis very powerful and beautiful. Tattoo art issimply
not a custom but entire triba life is influenced by its power. Tattooing is the
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major charmfor tribals. According to cultural tradition of tribe, tattoosareasign
of statusand religion, loveand emoation, protection and punishment. The use of
tattoo in tribal society speaksalot intermsof the origin and the social hierarchy
of aperson who wearsit. The design of the tattoo would be an expression of the
social standing. The ornate, intricate and large the design, the higher the individual’s
standing inthe society. Asper thetribal rituas, tattoos describe the age and sex
of the individual. Tattooing is the integral part of their culture. It’s even a form of
beautification and adornment used by both men and women in tribal societies.
Sometattoos are self motivated expressions of personal freedom and uniqueness.
Tattoos mark a person asamember or non member of thetribal group or express
religious, magical or spiritual beliefsand personal convictions. To thetribalsthe
men’s tattoos symbolized something different from women’s. While the tattoos
on the women are a sign of beauty, on the men they symbolized virility and
fierceness. Tattoos serveavariety of purpose depending on location; gender and
the state of inter- tribal relation. Tattoosin thetribal society have been associated
closely to socid status, achievements and identification. They appreciate and
practice the art of tattoo in all walks of life. The tattoo has enjoyed immense
popularity inthetribal culture of Odisha.

Beliefs behind the tattoos:

Varioustribes have different tattooing rules and regul ations regarding use
and prohibition of them. The beliefs regarding tattoo varies from one triba
community to another in Odisha. Among major tribes such as Bonda, Kandhas,
Binjhal, Gadabas, Koyas, Souras, Parojas,Gonds, Baiga, Birhor etc of Odisha, the
tattoos are very popular and signifiesdifferent meaning to them. There are many
interpretations and beliefs asfar astattoo art is considered.

The tribals believe that the supernatural powerswill protect them if they
apply tattoo in their body. Tattoo isused for expressing religion or spiritual beliefs.
It hasmagico-religioussignificance. They useit to ward off evil. Amongthe K utia
K ondh the women have small tattoos on faces and wear many ornaments. They
arewell known for the tattoos on their faces which as per their belief identifies
them after death with their own relatives. The Gondsbelievethat every material
thing is left here in this world, but the only thing that goes with them is their
tattoo mark and is seen asthe ornament of the spirit which goeswith the supreme
one.
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Tattoo isthe coretraditiona decorative drawing among thetribalsof Odisha.
Tattoosareof decorativevalue. Tattooing isthe most accepted way amongst tribes
to decoratetheir bodies. Artistic skillsare expressed through tattooing and painting
their bodies. Gonds consider the tattoos as decoration of the body that remains
throughout life. Tattoos are even aform of beautification and adornment used by
both men and women in Gond society. The Binjhalsdraw tattoosfor decoration.

Tribal tattoo isused for asymbol of identity dealing acertain tribe. Tattoos
aredoneto identify dealing acertain tribe. Tattoos are doneto identify different
clansof tribe. Clanimagesare depicted through these tattoos al so. Among Desia
Kondh, clan identity was expressed through tattooing. Thewomen of DesiaKondh
arereadily identifiable by their geometric facial tattoosthat on close observation
bear striking resemblance to tiger’s whiskers. These identifying marks ensure
they will recognize each other in the spirit world. Tribe memberswould often get
atattoo to serve asaphysical marker.

Baruah (2010) saysthat in past beautiful tribal women were captured and
abducted by raiding from neighboring tribal communities and to get rid of this
problem the tribals make themselves |ook unattractive by tattooing the face of
women in their society. Sometimes the beautiful girlswere abducted by feudal
kings by their agents in the past which forced the tribals to tattoo the face of
women to make them look ugly to avoid such situations.

Among the Gonds the motif which are tattooed on the female body are
meant for the purpose of exciting the sexual instinct in them. The motifs of the
scorpion, honeybee, cock and hen, horse and mare and adeer couplearethe motifs
of fertility and are believed to stimulate the sexual instinct. It is a means of
attracting the lover and arousing the love feeling in the heart of latter.

Thetattoos are probably applied for therapeutic reasons such as treatment
of arthritis. Tattoos are also used to ward away ilIness and disease by placing the
tattoos around the fingersand on wrists. Among the Mali tribewho are known as
gardener tribe, the tattoos are related to healing. Foot or ankle tattoos are popul ar
among them and they draw it with amotif to act asarmor to protect thefeet from
getting hurt.

Thetattoosare also used to serve asarite of passage. It could bethe markings
that achild had reached maturity and isnow seen asan adult. It wasalso usedin
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women to prove that she could handle pain and therefore was suitable for child
birth. KutiaK ondh enjoysexperiencing arite of passage and the present generation
has grown to embrace the custom of tattoo. A dark black tattoo is stenciled upon
every married Kutia female’s face. Among them, the flowers and the zigzag motifs
arequite popular. Similarly tattooing is popular among Bathudi girls. Itiscalled
as ‘Khada’. According to their traditions before marriage an adolescent Bathudi
girl’s tattoos one or two floral designs on forehead or arm.

In order to devel op the resistance of the body, the tribal s depict the tattoos
on their bodies. They regard tattoos as a sign of strength, courage and virility
because of pain associated withit. For the Gond tribe, tattoo isamatter of prestige
tothem. They doit to flaunt their status. Simplelines, dots, circles and triangles
produce several smpleand decorativeforms. They cons der thetattoos are symbol
of fortunein ther life.

For some tribes tattoos are used for self protection to camouflage
themselvesin thewoods. Onview of the continuousrivalry and conflict between
the tribes, tattoos are depicted for the purpose of concealing themselves or not
to beidentified immediately.

Tribal tattoo designs:

Tattoos are among the most old and most popular inall tribal cultures. Many
tattoo artists have their own perception of tribal art, but truth be told, there are
many varieties of tribal design. Tattoos are great cultural phenomenon and its
roots are firmly stored in symbolism and superstitions prevalent in a particul ar
culture. Therefore tattoos have been used as symbols of self expression or
bel onging since the dawn of humanity.

Tattoosin tribal societies of Odishacan befound on almost any part of the
body. M ost often they are on the back and arms. Thewomen of the Gonds, Baigas
and Bhumias get their bodies tattooed excessively but tattooing on hips and the
waist isforbidden among them. Bondawomen are neatly segmented by tattoos.
The Parojawomen aretattooed on the face whereasthe Saoras have tattoo marks
in their forehead with different designs; The Birhors are tattooed on the wrist,
bi ceps and ankles. Among the Malisthe ankl e tattoos can include top of thefoot,
sides of the ankles, toes and thelower portion of theleg. Sometribeslike Orans
make tattoos that are more refined and it has a systematic layout with symmetry
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and order. These are more skilful and more rigid in their style. Some based on
few dotsand small lineswith leaf like patterns. The designsthat are created are
symmetrical and tend to flow over the areas of the body that they are placed.

The tattoos in the tribal societies of Odisha came in the shape of plants,
animals, spirits, natural objectsand ancestry. Many tribal tattoos use more heavy
lines to craft the desired image. All the patterns are typically black. The tribal
tattoos are an aboriginal design of intersecting, jagged or smooth linesthat can
form a variety of images. Specific animal tattoos can carry with them certain
meanings, both generic and personal. Tribal tattoos can be abstract designs. It
consstsof thick linesand sharp finishes. The patternslooksswirling asthe shapes
and lines of thetattoos areinterconnected. Traditionally, tribal tattoos are mostly
made of various shades of black. Some of the most popular includes sun,
butterflies, flames, angular style tattoos, animals and birds etc. Tattoos in the
tribal societies have symmetrical shapesand look spectacular. Designs of tattoos
arevery complex and hencerequirealot of creative skillsto make them properly.
Tattoosdesignsintribal societiesareimportant tradition of the ancestors. Tattoo
artistsalwayswere greatly honored and tattoo designsthemsel ves were privilege
of priests and chiefs. The art of tattoo design has come down from generations
through songs, ceremonies or legends.

Conclusion:

Tattooing is fairly common and a cultural tradition among the tribes of
Odisha. Tattoos among the tribes are quite origina and representational with
distinctive characteristics. Wwith thelimited means of locally devel oped technical
processes, tribals have devel oped a high degree of physio-visua art. The practice
of tattooing has changed to become more stylish turning into aformof art. Tribal
tattoo designs haveimmense look with their monochromatic characteristics. The
tattoo enthusiasts and modern world should conserve the conventional tribal
elements of tattoo as appeal to the people from every walk of life and due to
reaization of potentiality and intrinsic value as aform of self expression in a
soci ety.
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TATTOING - The Core of Tribal Art
Dr.A. K. Patnaik, M. A,,

In India, there are 437 Scheduled tribes with different Socio-Economic
spectrum. Out of them 62 live in Odisha. Triba constitute nearly 24% of the
total population. Thereisconsiderablelack of awarenessof therich potentialities
of creativeresearch inthisfield.

Tribals played an important role in the Socio-Cultural history of Odisha.
Whilediscussing Tattooing of Tribes, We must have to explain the meaning and
definition of Tribe. The term “Tribe” is derived from the Latin word “ TRIBUS”.
Earlier Romans used thisterm to designate the division in society. Later on the
term was used to mean poor people.t

G.S. Ghurye opines tribe-called them “Backward Tribes”. In India tribes
are called Scheduled Tribes after 1950. A scheduled tribe is he who has been
mentioned in the scheduled list of Indian Constitution under Articles342 (1) and
342 (I1).

Inthe Indian context, we do not have a precise definition of thetermtribe.
It has been defined in different ways. According to the Oxford Dictionary, “a
tribe is a group of people in a primitive or barbarous stage of development
acknowledging the authority of achief and usually regarding themselvesashaving
acommon ancestor.”

Dictionary of Anthropology defines tribe as “a social group, usually with
a definite area dialect, cultural homogeneity and unifying social organisation.”

Andre Beteille writes, “a tribe is a society with a political, linguistic and a
definite cultural boundary. Further it isasociety based upon kinship where social
stratification is absent.”

Theodorson defines tribe as “a community occupying a common
geographic areaand having asmilar language and culture or belief and practices.
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According to S.F. Nadel a tribe is “a society with a linguistic, cultural and
political boundary.”*

After discussing the meaning and definition of tribe we should explainthe
meaning of Folklore.

FOLKLORE:

Folkloreisthe oral literature of the ssimpler, societies and is perpetuated
by oral traditions. Thereisusually no technique of teaching, certainly no formal
technique connected with the making and singing of songs, they arelearnt by the
ear and transmitted in this fashion from generation to generation. Nor istherea
conscious awareness of forms or construction on the part of the folk-singer or
folk-teller; there is no aesthetic or analytic theory in his mind.?

In thetribal community tattooismis considered asan important role. In
my paper | have discussed the Tattoo of Parga, Kondh, Gond and Gadaba
communitiesof Odisha

TATTOOING:

One of the means of becoming attractive permanent decoration among
the Pargjasis Tattooing. It is customary among the women folk whichiscarried
out in the weekly markets and more often when big Fairsare held. Some women
who are experts may aso do it. Every unmarried girl must bear atattoo mark in
blue onthe chin and may have other tattoo designs, of aflower, bird or ascorpion.
The male may also have his arms tattooed with various designs. But the Male
Tattooing is disappearing. The girls are Tattooed after they attain the age of ten
years.

The Pargasbdlievethat tattooi ng takesthem to heaven, becausethey believe
aperson, discards everything when he/ shediesbut carries only these permanent
marks of the body. Another believe isthat by tattooing their facesthe girls keep
themselves away from the evil eyes. But tattooing is regarded by Pargjas as a
means of decoration of bodies and look beautiful. Before marriage a girl must
Tattoo her face.

Atfirst thelady specialist smears Kusum Oil or Mustard Oil onthe portion
of the body. She collects black powder from the cooked pots and mixes afew
drops of Mustard Qil initto makeit paste like, with this pastes she makes some
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drawingson the portion fixed to be Tattooed. Then with the help of three needles
she pierces on the drawing portions blood comes out of the entire portions. The
concerned person criesin pain. To relieve the pain the person is smeared with
Turmeric paste and castor oil. After two or three daysthe turmeric pasteisdried.
Theblack scratching remain permanently. But now-a-daysin plain areasandin
villages near any urban center, the girls do not tattoo their face or body. During
my field study | observed it. But in interior Pargja villages till it isin vogue.
However this practiceisdecreasing day by day.®

The decoration of the body isanother aspect of Tribal attempt to beautify
aperson. KutiaK hond or Khond community pays much importancefor Tattooing.

The KutiaKandhafemaletattoo on their body. They do not believein any
reason or superstition for tattooing. They do it only for beautification. The
tattooing (Tikanga) isdone only on theface and arms of thefemale. Theunmarried
girlstattoo on both the arms. The KutiaKandhamal e do no tattoo. Thetattooing
isdone by the Pano women (Scheduled Caste), who go fromvillageto villagefor
this purpose. The tattooing is done by the help of a niddle. After punching the
cheeksand arms by the needl es, turmeric paste, castor oil and black paste meant
for the eyes (Kgjal) are applied on the wound. Within aweek or fortnight the
woundsare healed, |eaving thetattoo mark on the skin surface.

Kandhaused call tattoo as Tikanga.*

GOND:

To decorate their body and to attract others the Gonds make tattoo in
different parts of their body. Tattoo isbeing considered as arespective art of the
tribals. Both male and female of Gond community are doing tattoo in different
organsof their body. Thisart isprevalent sincetimeimmemorial. Thereis some
psychologica and social causes behind this art. Gond male used to do tattoo in
their shoulder and hands. Gond females used to tattoo in different parts of their
body such as chick, chin, forehead, hands, chest and breast portion. Generaly, the
tattoos are circle, semi circles, lines and dots. Tattoos are generally symbolic.
Thefigureslike Star, God, Goddess, Headgear, Water, Pots, Peacock, Cow, Fire,
River, Moon and Sun. Generally, the totemic animal sare not drawn because they
are sacred.




eoa 2013

Normally, thevirgin girlsused tattooing in their body. Torelax pain at the
time of tattooing the Gonds used to folklore such as :-
“ Ayya Ayya Mooke Bana Gadbaichhee.
Got Got Kari Sai Sai Taka Darbaichhee”.

In Gond society asocial group of people are doing tattoo they are popularly
known as “Qjjia”. In Bastar area they are known as “Godni” or “Bodni”.

While writing the importance of Tattooism of tribal’s the socio and
psychological concept played animportant role.®

GADABA:
In Gadaba community tattooing is also being seen. It is the mark for
beautification of female bodies.

Inthetriba art tattooing is being considered as noble and sacred. In the
present period this art is decaying day by day. So we have to protect this and
popularisethisart, in order to savetribal culture.
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